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Little Levels Academy was established m. 1S^2 under 


a charter granted by the State of Virginia 


The incorpora.tors 


w ere 


josiah Beard, S. D. Poage, Samuel Mathews, James Lewis, 


m " M * 

Loses Foage, John Hill, Thomas Hill, James Miller and Richard 
Lc.ieel. The first Principal was Rev. Joseph Brown, who served 

i 

seven years. He was succeeded by Rev. M. D. Dunlap who remaineo. 

at the head of the institution for eleven years, until 1 S 60 , 

(Civil). - 

Trier, the war/came on and the school closed. The school was 

m 

% 

re-opened in the sixties under the name of Hillsboro College, 

ip ^ _ 

but was closed again before the end of the war. 

This was the first school of high order in the County, 
ar.i it left its impress upon the educational interest of the 

Ip- 

- 1 

* In 1^65 the county purchased the building and it was 


■* * 


Jl **0 f 


r puclic scnools from 1870 throughout the eighties, 
ontributions from the citizens and the public school 
?am made it a school of high order for boys—combined 


M % 
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ysuem unaer 


ti:e name of Hillsboro Academy 
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or^er for girls was also established in the 
t of the Methodist Church, known as Hillsboro 


ittle Levels Seminary 


The 


teachers in the 
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> ij>aia McKee 1. 
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Tne old brick Academy was torn down and a new frame 
building took its place. The building had six rooms. Prof 


Brown 


of Virginia, Principal, who was regarded by 

* 

the people as an excellent teacher. Both boys and girls 
went to the same school, and the little town of Hilloboro 


and the 


farm homes were filled with boarders. 


The frame building was finally set aside and a hand 

4 * « * 

some brick high school building known as the Hillsboro High 
School was built, and later a large gray brick building for 


“no 

w * * w 


trades. > The grounds of these handsome buildings open 


ii 


the Seneca Trail State Road. Large school buses trans 


J* C 


the students for miles in every direction. The school 


is equipped with modern equipment. The teachers are Prof, 
“rank K. Johnson, of Virginia, Miss Brake of Ohio, Miss 


ien 


* * 


Smith, Merlinton and Alexander McLaughlin, of Hillsboro. 

The county has good schools for the negroes. The Board 
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cation employs good teachers for the negroes and they 
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?ood work. 


.e little Unite Foie Church mentioned elsewhere was 


~ Church built in Little Levels District. The 
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Among 

, i - V, • * jFHi 


the noted 


supporters of this Church were/Joseph 


James Lewis & wife 

(Rebecca 


Beard, Mattie Eeard, Joel Hill, Rebecca Hill, 


Thomas Hill 


and Ann 


ie Hill, William Kennison and Nancy Kennison, Nathan 


iel Kennison and wife, Samuel Auldridge and wife 


Su san. 


A one i-n 


e younger members who loved this Churcn were the 


late R. W. Hill and Margaret Hill, father and mother of the 


late Hon 


. Frank Raymond Hill, George R. Curry, William 


lendenen, George Hill. 

The first Presbyterian Church organized within 


r ' £ 


resent limits of the county was known 


Grove 


?rethvterian Church on the Little Levels in the year 1793* 


"or a oeriod Ox 


thirty seven years after its organization 


it had neither pastor nor stated supply. The only preaching 
heir.g 'ey Ministers from distant fields who visited this 
mountain section. Rev. John McCue was the first Minister. 
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Loomis. He was succeeded by the celebrated 


Mcilheny, D. D. who preached for many years at the Oak 
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and did much'in securing its permanency, 
year lS 30 this Church was reorganized by Rev. 
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Church vras moved to Hillsboro and a large frame Church 

* y . 

vras built, with a basement for Sunday School rooms a r\(L4i4i^' 
was built with the bricks of the old Church. About thirty 


years ago the frame Church gave fcteg place to a modern new 
brick Church. Rev. J. C. Johnson was pastor of the New 

Church for a number of-years—then Rev. Randolph Adkison 

■ * * 

p 

* \-m. 

and now Rev. Marlin B. Curry. 

$ 

An.old and honored ruling elder in this Presbyterian 
Church is Mathew John McNeel, aged 92 years. He is still 

an active elder and has served the three Churches. He is 

— » ■ * 

r" 

regarded as a pillar of old Oak Grove Presbyterian Church. 

Mathew Lee Beard, ; aged £>4 years is another honored 
elder. He has been faithful in his services as ruling elder 
end a pillar in this Church. These old elders are loved 

m 

and honored by the entire congregation. 


Hills Creek Falls 


Hills Creek Falls is one of the most wonderful 


natural curiosities of Pocahontas County. 


We travel into 


• ••<: :»*art of the Mountains to see these falls, yet 


the 
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rails to give adequate description of the manner 
b the water fells over the rocks, it is an hours 
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a clear 
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•venty fast, the water being tr 
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spray 
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wirdr* above id the second fall, where 


the water has a drop 


.f thirty five feet, and two hundred yards beyond 
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third fall which has a drop of forty feet. 
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Hills Creek is a wonderful 
fifteen yerds in width. 
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southern Poca 


It disappears at the foot 
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emerges, and is called Locust Creekf or/about two miles 

enters Greenbrier River. Large parties visit 


re it 


Hill 
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Greek Falls every summer and e 
'-ted with the wonderful outing. 
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He 
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described by two ministers, 


who were on 


too of this mountain to see nature in her great 
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s_nd commands an 


Mountain overlooks much of southern Fo 

entrancing view of Hillsboro and 
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era""-in g rural surroundings of grove, field and orchard 

nded the broad winding road up the mountain 
summit. Their view on every hand was shut 
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Ice toward the 
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to r:se anc. roll like waves and as one would tower above 
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others near, it seemed to draw them along, till all had 

i * 

vanished in upward viewless flight. 

Drops of dissolving mist were on the leaves like 

pearls and they hung the bushes with brilliants and shone 
like diamonds on the grass. 
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Marl in ton Visited By 
Early Morning Fire 


A 


r 

Filer M®tor Company Garage 
Suffer* Damage 


4 


I 


p » ms b f | * < 

Last Tuesday 'morning when the 

■ 1 * j ‘ , **• •. ^ 1 * 

early risers were building their fires 1 
and the night owls were just getting 
to sleep the frosty air was split by 
the heart catching wail of the fire, 
‘siren. ' 

4, * p M P*. , «| 

The siren called at about 5:20 a. 
m. and the fire fighters were on the | 
job in a few minutes and found 
that Hie blaze was just two doors 

fire , house, at \ Pifer’s 

4 1 ly: * Jj w #• J 


I 


i 


from the 
Garage. 

Without losing any time the 
smoke eaters, unreeled their hose 
and soon had a stream of Marlin- 
ton’s nauseating water on the blaze 
It looked for a while like the barbel 

m m 

shop of Frank Moore and the Fire 

House were also doomed hut there 

is evidently something in our evil 

smelling water that is death on fire 

for the boys soon had the inferno! 

calmed down and after a three hour 

fight in freezing weather finally put 

the blackout on the insurance man's I 
nightmare. 

t d ► * . \ m ^ “ / » 

T! i$ thought that the fire was 

caused by defective wiring in the 
building. ~ ' 

Hue to the prompt' and effective,! 
efforts of^the loeul fire company 
damage was limited to tho^ balcony 
and roof of the old Opera House 
budding. The amount of the damage* 
has been estimated at about $4,000 
part, of which is accounted for by 

parts stored on tin* balcony by the 
garage. y 'ijjjw ' 

Tl,,,,. were quite a few automo- 
nles stored in the garage at the. 
lini.' „r IlH' fire but with the help „f 

th ? fircm ™ ,, "‘ 1 other olttzens Hiev 
vre nil removed before they w,, v 

damaged. 
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Calvin Price Talks On 

/ 

Nationwide Hookup 




* * , . . ; w ; * ■ . n - ■ Y , r 

Last Tuesday night the names of 
Marl inton and the Greenbrier- river 
were heard froin const to coast of 
our land as Calvin W. Price, editor 
of the Pocahontas Times, spoke over 
the nationwide hookup of the “W 
The People" program. 

Editor Price is to be congrat" 

ulated on being chosen to speak 

" Vt ! ’ the air on this program as it is 

one of the most popular on the net¬ 
works. 
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Marlinton Laundry Victim 


Of Early Morning Fire ; 


The wailing of the fire siren an- 
vmced to residents of Marlinton 


n oun 


• that the Demon Fire had once more 
(picked out a local building for it’s; 

I victim at 12:30 this morning. j 

—Th e—fi rer which evi derrtly* btai’teti j 
at the southern, or laundry, end of ! 
the building, spread rapidly on ac- . 
count of the high wind prevailing at , 
! the time The frame building burned 
! quickly and it was evident by the 
time the* fire truck reached the 
scene that it would be impossible to 
save it. Firemen therefore concen¬ 
trated their efforts on holding the- 
fire in check and thus reduce the 
possibility of the flames spreading 
1 to other buildings Fortunately there 
arc’ no buildings near the laundry 
and this helped to check the possible 
loss. 

! The northern end of the building 
was fitted up for light housekeeping 
and was occupied by Mr and Mrs. 
j Earl Price and three other people 
whose name could not be learned 
immediately. The house furnishings 


of these people were? mostly all 
damaged or destroyed before the 
fire was extinguished. Volunteers 
: succeeded ip saving a few pieces of 
furniture but the intense* smoke 
kept them from venturing into the 
building for more than a few sec¬ 
onds at a time. j 

Mn. W. J. Yeager was the pro¬ 
prietor of the laundry which occu¬ 
lt'd tin- largest part of 1hr build- 
ing and the building itself was 
wned by Mr Hubert Echols. It 
I could not iu» ascertained this mom- 
I*"* whether or not any insurance 
1 w#» carried on the building or con- 
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